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How 'Millionaire Matchmaker' Patti Stanger's global brand
beats Oprah's

Faul C. Brunson, Special to USA TODAY
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My buddy, Patti Stanger.

Frantti Sanger has built one of the mast recoghizabie brands on the planet by offeding hor rilationshig Share your feedback to help
minded chents e personal atient b -y v : dris improve our site experience!
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| ' was In Istanbul recant ¥, gating dinmer with inends
atl the posh Musr-El restaurant. Cur group included
w0 businesswomen from China, | was my firsi ime
Mgl g them, and sinca we werg e law wihd Spoxe
El"lij' SN, W wang Seated naxt to each olner

Immediately, v Hed 10 Iind Common ground by

Maming varows musicians and authors (o 5ee 11 we HFDCJ er J'I'IEl'g.-’ E}-’.Dﬂl'ld u’lsa ':-lE'd” .
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Mot ong. They dida’t know any of theé anists |
mentoned, and | had not heard of one they cited e s Salads, wraps from Trader
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| decided 1o go 1o my foolprool “everyone shoukd know™ person. | leaned over and said r R einated

How about Oprah ¥viniray, how do you likeé her work :r__..- "E"E

The ted women looked al each other in a very puzzled way and then lumed to me and
’ : . A . Ford cars plunge, but Jeeg
gaid, “I'm soiry, we've never heard of Oprah Winfray ord cars plunge. but Jeep

S504rs

| was bicwn away, 50, almost in jest, | sakl, "How about the Millionaire Malchmaker

00 you know her
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Their response will forever be cemented in my mind. With a big smile they sald almost

In unison, “Fatbl Stanger, oh yes, we love her in Chinal
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But how did they know who she was?
They had not seen Stanger on TV In China
They had not seen har on tour in China

Thay had nol read her books, NoF wene thay familiar with any busingss sha did in
Lhina

So how was the Milllionairé Malchmaker more réc ognizabie (o them than avaryona aise
I mentionesd? Ky o new (rends told ma Ly of her quoltas and video Clips have
gone viral on Welhal, the most popular social nebtwork in Ghina, They then dropped
the Iiteral million-dallar nugget, “and we ove how real she 15

In a day and age wheré parsonal brand and audience building i at an all-lime high on

the importance scale, Stanger is Crushing i globa Iy

It's for that reason | was 30 excited 1o interview her for USA & Main's Uncommon Deive
serias, where 1 5i1 down with the word's most intriguing creators and founders
Stanger possessas many raits that have halped her gamer wordwide recognition, bul
I 'was masl cumnous about the cone driver. Conngcting the discussion | had with my
friends from China = who | met monihs before talking 1o Stanger — with my
obsarvations of her before, during and after the intarview, all helped me find what |
befieve is the sacral 1o how the Millionaine Machmaker built one of the most

recognizable brands in the world

What became clear the second Stanger entered the USA TODAY offices in Los
Angeles is that she is unapologetically honest — about everything, even herseil. Before
we started shooting the interview, S1anger had given commentary on everything from
thi terrible parking (she was right), 1o a betier position for the cameras, to what side of
her face was most flattering

Some of her comments stung (ke when sha 10id me 1o Sit up straighter), but | realized
afer the inlarview got undarway and we dug deap into her background thal Stanger
doesn intentionally try 10 harm anyone. Insiead, her upbringing and hard-lived
professional career laught her that in order 1o survive, she had 0 ve by one simpla
rube = raw autheanticity all the tima

AL haa Cily 1% one af the most poweriul vl challenging raits i consvey, espacially in
business. Few people ane wiling 1o unvell thelr true selves 1o their bosses, OO-WoOrkers,
or clients oul of fear of relnibution. Slanger, on the olher hand, oparalas in a constant
s1ate of truth, foF battér of worse. Hér willingnass to face and fight the biowback thal

could corme from the “worse™ is whal makes her 50 compedling

An analysis of Stanger's career makes it clear the embracing of her true sell did not
come ovemighl. Thare also appear 1o be distinct steps sha ook to develop the tralt of

rasw authaniicily The thrend that mast siood out from My COmd@rsaon with Ner Inciude

1. Becoma self-aware: Eveny Cholod we make 5 dong einer subConscioushy or
consciousty, I1's when we make our decisions using the latter thal we ane lving fully
self-aware. To make diligen! cholces reguires focus on ona's skills as well a5
daficiancias. The mdgic 5 hat the mone you focus on a choice, waighing avary Tachor,
the more sell-aware you become, Stanger embodies this perfectly, Every question |
asked, o matter how trivial, | could literally See her pause a moment, think it through

and then réspond, consCcously.

Z. Be présent: Thene ane thousands of amicles writhen on being preésent in the moment
B wihat | learmad from :'Q-I.'I"ﬁ i will Da the lesson | take with mee (or life, In e ey
conversation F.:fTIF:_.' have an opinkan, You don't have 1o share that opinion, Bt il you
[l WO Lo 10 an Opinson based on avanyning Wi re naanng, 1wl Nuaga you
|:-:"':,'C.":ﬁ SIMEY MEanng Wonis Aftach Mg an Opinsin [OrcRs you 1o b Presamn

3. Be decisihve: Few of us like 1o make decisions, especially lough ones, However, if
you'va been anound long enough, you know that if a decision needs 1o be made and
you don'l make it, the decision eventually will be made for you. Stanger wanls nong of
that, She lives and breathes intention, Wwith a desire 19 have control over her destiny
and not leave it In the hands of just anyene. YWhat | realized from talking 1o her is that if
we're being true o oursalvas and living authentically, we would nod laave mas!
decizions in the kands of fate. Of course, thene will be times when someons aise could
be more knowledgeable, but then again, proactvely identifying those people is in itsedl
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